
patients were left entirely well after such surgical
measures. He would only advocate removal of the
organs where there coexisted structural changes aud
prolapse. He then enumerated the therapeutical agents
and measures which should have thorough trial, and
believed that such conservatism would ofteu disappoint
the gynecological operator.

UNSUSPECTED ECTOPIC GESTATION.

Dr. H. F. Formad, of Philadelphia, gave the results
of a series of observations which by virtue of his posi-
tion as coroner he had been able to make in a large
number of post-mortem examinations on women, with
a view to ascertaining the cause of death in cases where
ante-mortem diagnosis had not been made. Since
commencing careful investigation, he had come across
thirty-five cases of unquestionable ectopic gestation.
Of these, there had been but one ovarian and three in-
terstitial, the remainder being intra-peritoneal. There
was no instance of extra-peritoneal pregnancy. In
none of these cases hud the condition been diagnosed
when a physician happened to be called in previous to
death. The histories showed that all the women had
been engaged in hard work, subjected to violence, or
were laboring under special excitement. His conclu-
sions were that the condition of extra-uterine gestation
was a much more common one than was supposed, aud
that a certificate of heart disease, or any other such
vague statement frequently, though unwittingly, cov-
ered uj) the real facts.

SURGICAL SECTION.-THIRD DAY.

D«. Edmund Andrews, of Chicago, read a paper
on

CADAVER STUDIES ON THE REMOVAL OF THE
SEMILUNAR GANGLION THROUGH THE FLOOR OF
THE CRANIUM.

Relapses of facial neuralgia, after stretching or

resecting the nerve for its relief, are very common.
Even after resection, relief is sometimes obtained
temporarily by a second operation, loosening the end
of the nerve iu the cicatrix. The author thinks that
this neuralgia is often caused by a neuritis, which,
beginning at the periphery of a nerve, travels upwards,
finally affecting the semilunar ganglion. With a view
of reaching this ganglion work has been done on the
cadaver, and a method established which he considers
the best for its removal. An H-sbaped incision is
made over the zygomatic arch, which is sawed through
at both ends, and turned down with the lower flap.
The corouoid process is then sawed through aud in-
cluded in the upper flap. The inferior dental and
gustatory branches of the inferior maxillary nerve are
reached through the masse ter and internal pterygoid
muscles, and followed up to the foramen ovale. The
ganglion is reached by trephining the edge of the fora-
men. The ganglion is dissected from the dura, to
which it is firmly attached. A similar operation has
been twice done by Rose, of London.

Dr. Lawrence Turnbull, of Philadelphia, read
a paper on

DEATHS FROM CHLOROFORM AND ETHER SINCE
THE HYDERABAD COMMISSION.

The author has collected thirty-nine deaths from
chloroform and four from ether. With neither auajs-
i lidie is the cause of death always the same, aud both

heart and respiration should be watched. Iu the dis-
cussion the necessity of giving chloroform slowly was

brought out.
Dr. W. W. Keen, of Philadelphia, read a paper on

LINEAR CRANIOTOMY FOR MICROCEPIIALUS.

This operation is often miscalled craniec/omy, which
implies removal, whereas, in reality it is a long inci-
sion. This incision is carried from the frontal emi-
nence parallel with the frontal suture across the lamb-
doidal suture, and a narrow piece of skull removed.
This operation is as successful as making two inci-
sions, aud less dangerous.

Dr. John A. Wyeth, of New York, read a paper
on

SUPRAPUBIC CYSTOTOMY.

The abdominal wound is treated by the open method.
The bladder is closed only when it is perfectly healthy,
otherwise the wound is left to granulate. This is the
safest rule to follow in Buprapubic bladder operation.
Twenty-three cases were reported without a death.

Dr. W. R. Townsend, of New York, read a

paper ou
SPRAINS OF THE ANKLE.

Flat-foot is not infrequently the result of iiuprop-.
erly treated sprain of the ankle. The leg should be
elevated, and strips of adhesive plaster carefully ap-
plied in different directions over the seat of injury,
ami a pressure bandage put over this, or in case of a
more severe injury, a plaster-of-Paris bandage should
be put on for a few days only. The patient may use
the foot within reasonable limits after the apparatus
is applied.

Dr. Robert Newman, of New York, read a

paper on

PLATINUM NEEDLES FOR ELECTROLYSIS.

Platinum is by far the best material for needles,
but is so easily bent that it is often difficult to manipu-
late. To overcome this difficulty, the author has
made a steel needle with a groove, which is first put
in, and the platinum needle inserted along the groove.
The steel needle is then withdrawn.

Recent Literature.
The Proclivity of Women to Cancerous Diseases. By

Herbert Snow, M.D. (Lond.). London: J. & A.
Churchill. 1891.
This book is the substance of a lecture given by the

author at the Cancer Hospital in London. Tho points
which he makes are in brief as follows : That women
are more prone to cancer than men no one can doubt.
The two organs which give this greater predominance
in women are the uterus and tho breast. He considers
that there is a special liability to cancer in parts
" where the cell elements subsist in unstable equilib-
rium, that is, are prone to frequent modifications and
changes in individual growth or relative arrangement,
and are very intimately controlled by the nervous sys-
tem." Conditions which are typically fouud in the
uterus, and also in the breast.

As exciting causes, traumatism accounts for a few
cases; the majority, however, are due to various de-
pressing neurotic conditions, particularly mtntal dis-
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tress. These neurotic conditions he associates with
the invaliilism so notoriously characteristic of civilized
women, and as general causes of such invalidism he
cites three: constipation, over-pressure at school, aud
abuse of neurotics, especially tea. The oue grand
local cause of the chronic ill health of women the
author finds in the corset, and he sums up the whole
lecture in this piece of practical advice : " Aim at re-

moving the causes which among us so conspicuously
impede the female sexual organs in the due perform-
ance of their allotted functions. You will then suc-
ceed in hugely diminishing the prevalence, not only of
cancer, but of every other specially female complaint,
and will go fur to remove that reproach of chronic in-
validism under which the fairer half of our commuuity
now so needlessly rests."

While wo do not agreo iu toto with the conclusions
of the author, notably in the opinion that mental dis-
tress causes cancer, and that the corset is the one im-
portant factor in the production of female diseases, yet
there is much that is suggestive. The book includes
also a short paper in which the author proves very
couclusively from statistics the fallacy of the opinion
that cancer is hereditary.
Treatment of H\l=oe\morrhoids and Other Non-malignant

Rectal Diseases. By W. P. Agnew, M.D. San
Francisco, Cal. : R. R. Patterson, Printer. 1890.
In this little work the author has endeavored to

place before his reader an intelligent idea of the non-

operative treatment of the above diseases. Ho has
gone at full leugth into details in the treatment of these
respective affections, and whilo the work is evidently
the outcome of personal experience, it can hardly be
considered a broad and safe guide to the scientific
treatment of these conditions. Much that appears in
the work would appeal to tho mind of the laity, but
would hardly bo accepted by surgeons. Its construc-
tion is crude ; practical points appear scattered through-
out the book.
The Principles and Practice of Surgery; Being a

Treatise on Surgical Diseases and Injuries. By
D. Hayes Agnew, M.D., LL.D., Professor of
Surgery in the Medical Department of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. Profusely illustrated. Second
edition, thoroughly revised, with additions ; in three
volumes. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company.
London : 10 Henrietta St., Covent Garden. 1889.
This work presents in a striking manner the life in-

terest of Dr. Agnow, and shows clearly his energy
and industry. One cannot fail to admire the personal
imprint of the author's experience which appears so

frequently iu the work.
There are few men whose experience has been more

sought after than the author's, and whilo a great deal
of the newer work which has come forward in surgery
is not presented, it may bo truly said that iu those
three volumes we have a trusty and reliable guide to
the surgeon or physician.
A Text-Book of Medical Jurisprudence and Toxi-

cology. By John J. Reese, M.D. Third edition.
Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1891.
The work, of which the volume now under notice

represents the third edition, appeared originally in
1884, and the fact that in this brief interval two edi-
tions have becu disposed of by the publishers is alike
complimentary to the author, and a demonstration that

his text-book satisfies a growing interest in legal med-
icine. The changes introduced in the text are uni-
formly iu tho nature of improvements and are a recog-
nition of the progress which medical jurisprudence is
making, in common with other departments of med-
icine. Our comment on tho second edition of this
valuable work is true of this third edition also : " Within
the limits deliberately set by the author, that he would
make a text-book and not a treatise, this volume fulfils
its purpose as a concise and comprehensive manual of
medical jurisprudence, a work in which one may ob-
taiu an accurate kuowledgo of the essentials of legal
medicine."
Le Courant Continu en Gyn\l=e'\cologie. Publie par le

DR. Georges Gautier. Paris: A. Maloine,\l=E'\diteur. 1890.
This is a reprint of a few of the more important

papers on the use of the continuous current in gyne-
cology, which were read at the International Medical
Congress at Berlin in 1890.

The first aud most interesting is by Apostoli, fol-
lowed by one by the publisher, Dr. Gautier, and by
four others : by Bröse, of Berlin ; MacGuinnoss, of
New York ; Meyer, of Copenhagen ; and La Torre, of
Rome. They have already appeared in abstract, but
will be more valuable in this complete form.

Practical Treatise on Electricity in Gynecology. By
E. H. Grandin and J. H. Gunning. New York:
Wm. Wood & Co. 1891.
That electricity as a curative agent in diseases of

women is attracting increased attention everywhere is
evidenced by the fact that this is the third book on
the subject that we have been called upou to review in
a little more than a year.

Examination shows this one to be iu some ways an

improvement upon its predecessors. The two respects
in which this is most evident are, first, in the clearness
and simplicity with which the general consideration
and description of apparatus are given ; and second,
the conservative view of the value of this agent which
is taken. As the authors say in their preface, " The
agent is considered not from the standpoint of a spe-
cific, but as a valuable adjuvant to routine therapeutic
methods."

Its mode of application in the various diseases pecu-
liar to women is fully described, and its limitations
noted. In spite of the favorable reports of its effects
in a large number of the more common affections, we
cannot but feel that equally good results can be ob-
tained by other methods, which take less time in their
application and require less expensive apparatus than
electricity.

If, however, oue wishes to try this agent, he cannot
do better than follow the principles laid down in this
book, which, in our opinion, is the best one on the
subject.

The Eyes of Wild Animals.
—

Maintaining
that short-sightedness, or myopia, is a product of civil-
ization, M. Motáis, of Algiers, cites his ophthalmo-
scope experiments with the eyes of tigers, lions, and
other wild beasts. Those which are captured after
they are six or eight months old are and remain hyper-
métropie, while those that are captured earlier, or are

born in captivity, are myopic.
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